Opening  of  New  Produce  Market  in 

Winnipeg  Begins  War  Upon 

Increased  Cost  of  Living 

Hundreds  of  Housewives  Take  Advantage  of  Cheap  Produce  Offered  Direct  from 
Market  Gardens — Prices  Show  Greatly  in  Favor  of  Public  Mart — Official 
Opening  by  Sir  Rodmond  Roblin,  Who  Declares  Institution  Means  Added 
Progress  to  Manitoba — Too  Much  Produce  Imported  to  Manitoba,  Declares 
Premier — Lower  Prices  Draw  Forth  Interesting  Comments  From 
Housewives. 


WITH  hundreds  of  eag^r  pur- 
chasers swarming  over  each 
other  to  get  produce  cheaper 
than  they  ever  got  it  before. 
Winnipeg's  first  public  market  opened 
Saturday,  and  its  success  exceeded 
even  the  most  HAnfniine  expectations  of 
the    promoters.        In    a    comparatively 


short  time  the  bulk  of  the  products, 
sold  directly  to  the  consumer  by  the 
producer,  wa*  cleaned  out  and  more 
sent  for.  Prices  showed  greatly  in 
favor  of  the  new  market  and  indicate 
just  the  beginning  of  a  successful 
campaign  against  the  high  cost  of  liv- 
ing m  Winnipeg. 


Opened  By  Premier 
The  market,  first  advocated  by  The 
Telegram  and  instituted  by  the  Million 
for  Manitoba  league,  was  officially 
opened  by  Sir  Rodmond  Roblin,  pre- 
mier of  Manitoba,  and  is  now  a  thing 
of  acute  physical  reality.  Previous  to 
and  after  the  official  opening  every 
booth  on  the  mart  did  a  flourishing 
business.  The  producers  were  there 
with  their  goods  and  the  consumers 
paid  tribute  to  the  instigators  of  the 
institution    by    buying    generously. 

Many  Housewives  Attend 
Written  testimonials  lauding  the 
new  market  as  a  commercially  effici- 
ent medium  are  superfluous,  for  the 
hundreds  of  Winnipeg's  housewives 
who  entered  the  doors  of  the  mart, 
Saturday,  and  emerged  therefrom  with 
arms  embracing  buxom  parcels  of  fresh 
vegetables,  provided  a  glowing  appro- 
bation that  belies  all  further  praise. 
The  women  and  men  came  and  the 
women  and  men  bought,  and  they 
bought  at  a  cheaper  price  than  ever 
before,  cleaner,  fresher  and  more 
wholesome  vegetables. 

Consumer  and  producer  met  for  the 
first   time   in   Winnipeg   on   a   common 
footinguface    to   face,   and   ttilnriittr   de- 
""criedTthat  unnecessary  and  price  rais- 
ing connecting  link,  the  middleman. 

With  the  cannon  of  economy  the 
Million  for  Manitoba  league  has 
wounded  the  soaring  high  cost  of  liv- 
ing, forcibly  compelling  it  to  rest  on 
his  heretofore  rapidly  flapping  wings, 
and  descend  to  a  lower  altitude. 

In  the  new  exchange,  where  hereafter 
foodstuffs  are  being  traded  for  coin, 
producers  on  Saturday  agreed  that 
they  will  get  a  better  price  for  their 
produce  and  consumers  supported  the 
mutual  opinion  that  they  will  get  their 
vegetables  and  poultry  cheaper,  and 
each  contingent  bore  out  its  testimony 
with  the  smile  that  won't  come  off. 

The  official  opening  took  place  at 
10  o'clock,  and  a  tremendous  crowd 
gathered  to  hear  Sir  Rodmond  Roblin 
utter  the  words  that  set  the  market 
in  motion. 

Worked   Hard  for  Market 
W.   Sanford  Evans,   president  of  the 
Million  for  Manitoba  league,  introduc- 
ing the  premier,  said: 

"On  behalf  of  the  rriarket  committee 
of  the  Million  for  Manitoba  league 
and  Mr.  Ryckman,  who  has  been 
working  with  the  problem  of  improv- 
ing the  market  facilities  anS  condi- 
tions of  garden  and  market  produce,  it 
gives   us   a   great   deal   of   satisfaction 


SOME     PRICES     AT     MARKET.    I 


50c. 


Lettuce,    40c    dozen. 
Radish,    40c    dozen 
Onions,  25c  to  30c  dozen 
Parsley,    40c    dozen 
Spinach,    3    for    25c. 
Rhubarb,    10    lbs.    for    25c. 
Potatoes,      60c.      bushel,      or 
bushel    in    ten    bushel    lots. 
Turnips,    2c    per   lb. 

SEEDING    PLANTS 


Pansies,    10c,    or    15c.    dozen 
Fuchsias,    $1.50    doz. 
Geraniums,     50c.     average. 
Nasturtium      and    tomato      plants, 
20c    dozen. 


indeed  to  welcome  you  at  the  opening 
of  the  permanent  central  farmers'  mar- 
ket for  the  city  of  Winnipeg. 

"It  is  a  great  matter  of  sat- 
isfaction to  us  to  see  so  many 
here  as  purchasers.  The  gardeners 
owing  to  weather  conditions  have  not 
had  a  chance  to  show  what  they  can 
do,  but  we  are  assured  that  market 
conditions  from  now  on  will  show  an 
increasing  amount  of  produce  and  im- 
proving quality.'  I  have  very  great 
pleasure  in  asking  the  premier,  Sir 
Rodmond  Roblin,  to  declare  this  mar- 
ket    open."     (Applause). 

The   Premier's  Address 

Sir  Rodmond  Roblin  said:  "Before 
declaring  the  market  open  in  a  formal 
manner,  I  am  sure  you  will  permit  me 
to  make  one  or  two  observations.  I 
need  not  say  that  I  appreciate  very 
much  the  honor,  as  well  as  the  privi- 
lege of  being  present  at  this  time,  and 
of  taking  a  part  in  the  inauguration 
of  a  public  market  in  the  city  of  Win- 
nipeg. 

"I  say  that  for  years  I  have  advo- 
cated, to  the  extent  of  my  ability, 
the  formation  of  a  public  market  for 
the  city  of  Winnipeg.  Unfortunately 
for  myself,  and  those  who,  like  myself, 
believed  it  was  in  the  interests  of  the 
city  and  province,  we  did  not  make 
much  progress.  It  was  only  when  the 
Million  for  Manitoba  league  was  or- 
ganized and  a  splendid  and  energetic 
committee  formed  with  Sanford  Evans 
at  its  head,  that  we  began  to  see  shape 
and  form  to  the  public  market,  and 
realized  all  our  hopes  and  aspirations 
in  that  direction.  Wo  owe  the  Million 
for  Manitoba  league  a  great  deal.  We 
don't  appreciate  at  this  moment  What 
we  owe  to  them,  nor  the  obligation 
under  which  we  rest,  and  will  not,  un- 
til this  market  is  firmly  established 
and  its  permanent  benefits  enjoyed  by 
the    people    of   Winnipeg. 


N 


Reduce    Cost    of    Living 

"Every  progressive  citizen  of  Win- 
nipeg and  of  Manitoba,  as  well  as 
those  of  other  parts  of  this  continent, 
have  had  brought  to  their  attention  in 
a  most  forcible  way  two  things;  the 
high  cost  of  living  that  we  have  to 
undergo  in  this  province,  and  *he  fact 
t&at  the  land  surrounding  Winnipeg 
for   30   or   40    miles   :s   only   in   a   very 


that  seems  paradoxical,  to  say  it,  t*»at 
Is  that  both  the  producer  and  on- 
sumei  will  make  money.  The  con- 
sumer will  pay  less  for  his  produc-3  and 
ihe  jroducer  will  get  more.  Coupled 
with  that  fact  comes  this  other  fact 
that  you  get  it  direct,  Ircsh  and  clear. 
Must  Supply  Home  Mart 
"When  you  take  into  consideration 
that   Manitoba  does  not  produce  what 


limited  way  cultivated.  Coupled  with 
that  fact  is  this  other  fact,  which  is, 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  not  to  the  credit  of 
this  province  which  is  exclusively  agri- 
cultural, that  a  very  considerable  mar- 
gin is  left  of  what  the  people  consume. 
Therefore,  the  necessity  for  an  organi- 
zation of  this  kind  that  will  do  two 
tbings;  first,  reduce  the  cost  of  living, 
and    it   is   going   to   be   done   in   a   way 


is  consumed  in  eggs,  butter,  cream, 
poultry,  and  that  practically  every- 
thing on  the  table  is  imported,  in  large 
quantities,  into  this  exclusively  agri- 
cultural country,  you  ask,  'Is  there  no 
ground  for  action  along  the  lines  taken 
by  the  Million  for  Manitoba  league 
that  will  enable  the  lands  that  are 
vacant,  and  have  been  for  many  years. 
around    our    city,    to    become    occupied, 


P 


cultivated,  and  produce  in  a  profitable 
way  for  those  who  live  upon  them  that 
which  we  require  on  the  tables  of  our 
city?' 

"Therefore,  we  welcome  this  as  a 
means  of  reducing  the  cost  of  living 
and  of  adding  to  the  progress  of  the 
country.  We  welcome  it  as  a  means 
tn  settle  the  vacant  lands  around  Win- 
nipeg and  generally  to  cement  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  together  in  such 
a  way  as  will  make  for  a  stronger  and 
better  condition,  not  only  for  the  citi- 
zens of  Winnipeg,  but  of  the  province 
of  Manitoba. 

Satisfy   Consumer   and    Producer 

"There   is  but  little  more  for  me   to 


say.  The  public  market  is  a  public 
benefit.  It  is  evidence  on  the  part 
of  the  city  of  Winnipeg  that  they  are 
interested  in  providing  conditions  of 
marketing  which  are  essential  for  the 
citizens,  in  a  way  that  will  be  the  very 
cheapest  and  also  secure  for  the  pro- 
ducer  the   best   prices   possible." 

Sir  Rodmond  further  said  he  was 
satisfied  the  market  would  be  a  ma- 
terial benefit  as  it  had  been  a  success 
in  every  place  on  the  continent  and  in 
conclusion  he  said: 

"I  shall  now  formally,  in  the  name  of 
the  Million  for  Manitoba  league,  declare 
this  public  market  open  and  wish  it 
the  largest  measure  of  success  it  is 
possible   to   have " 


f 


Young  Housewives  Revel  in  Big  Bargains  Offered  in 
Products  and  Vegetables  at  New  Market 


Optimism  was  the  keynote  struck  by 
the  domestic  housewife  in  her  impres- 
sions of  the  establishment  of  the  cen- 
tral market. 

Very  soon  after  the  hour  of  half  past 
eight,  which  time  the  hall  was  sched- 
uled to  open,  the  public,  more  especially 

cf    the    fairer    sey,    W')iim"i;/'i'...tJ.   '--.    .■'..»- 

at  the  stalls  so  beautifully  debecked 
with  produce  which  looked  delicious  in 
its  freshness. 

If  there  has  been  lacking  in  Winni- 
peg up  till  today  among  its  housewifery 
that  communism  of  domestic  opinion 
which  is  the  true  essence  of  shopping, 
this  morning  must  have  seen  the  dis- 
appearing of  the  mists. 

One  could  see  with  perhaps  a  little 
pleasure  the  motner  of  her  grown-up 
family  initiating  her  young  and  im- 
pressionable married  daughter  into  the 
art  of  selection  of  the  best  produce  for 
the  minimum  price. 

As  to  the  status  of  the  produce,  its 
quality  and  figure,  The  Telegram  gath- 
ered from  the  impressions  of  the  gen- 
eral housewife  that  the  Central  Public 
Market  has  opened  to  Winnipeggers  a 
new  era   in  its  domestic  life. 

"What  tickles  me  to  death,"  jocularly 
remarked  a  pleasant-faced,  middle-aged 
lady,  who  bore  in  her  hands  the  vege- 
tables for  the  Sunday  dinner,  and  had 
accompanying  her  three  bouncing  little 
boys,  "is  the  opening  of  a  public  mar- 
ket where  I  can  have  my  pick  and 
choose  for  the  few  dollars  I  am  able  to 
lay  out.  Xot  only  that,  but  I  can  go 
home  after  securing  my  purchases 
knowing  full  well  that  so  far  as  the 
freshness  of  the  meat  and  vegetables 
is  concerned.  I  am  fully  compensated 
for    mv    trouble    in    carrying    the    goods 


home  instead  of  leaving  them  to  be 
sent  on  by  the  store  delivery." 

The  price  of  the  vegetables  in  point 
of  cheapness  compared  with  the  retail 
dealer  drew  forth  many  commendable 
references  for  the  success  of  the  mar- 
ket. 

-.  ■  r  |  ...  ;,,  mv  oasket  mice  beauti- 
fully fresh  and  large  bunches  of  lettuce 
for  10c,"  declared  another  fair  buyer. 
She  pointed  out  the  enormous  compari- 
son in  quantity  and  quality  of  the  pro- 
duce by  stating  that  yesterday  she  sent 
her  little  boy  to  one  of  the  stores  for 
some  lettuce  for  lunch,  and  for  the  same 
amount  of  coin  that  she  exchanged  in 
the  market  for  her  three  bunches,  that 
which  she  received  from  the  stores  was 
less  than  half  the  quantity  she  had  this 
morning,  while  the  quality  in  point  of 
freshness  was  decidedly  superior  from 
the  market. 

The  poultry  sold  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Winnipeg  Poultry  Association 
had  many  great  admirers. 

One  lady,  who  had  just  arrived  in  the 
city  from  Quebec,  was  confident  that 
the  poultry  which  was  displayed  on  flu- 
stalls  could  not  be  equalled  in  the  east 
She  was  extremely  impressed  with  its 
cheap  price  of  30c  per  lb.,  combined  with 
such  ^ood  quality,  and  remarked  that 
Winnipeg,  by  taking  up  the  estalili>li- 
ment  of  the  public  market  system.  was 
doing  the  right  thing  for  its  citizens. 

That  the  success  of  the  market  in 
all  its  phases  is  assured,  there  is  not 
the  slightest  shadow  of  doubt,  accord- 
ing to  general  opinion  expressed,  and  it 
now  only  remains  for  the  producer  to 
work  in  hearty  co-operation  with  the 
consumer  to  result  in  the  benefit  foi 
each,  and  consequently  increased  happi- 
ness for  the  many. 


